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Scarcely any thing original is admitted 
in this number, as I wished to give the read- 
er a pretty general idea of what is going 
on, with respect to the system of slavery, 
in Illinois. Several articles will be found 
en that subject in the succeeding pages; 
and I am indebted to some kind, tho’ un- 
known, friend, for a handbill containing the 


Goyernoc’s message to the Legislature, al- 
30 one embracing the report of a commit- 


tee on a part of the message in which 







esee ich their = | egroes or persons of colour, si 
attention is called to the situation of co-| tobe ey 2 ed in jai 
P 


loured people in that State. ‘These papers 
were received by the last mail, and the 
person who sent them will please accept 
my thanks fer his attention. Ina future 
number I shall copy that part of the mes- 
sage to which I have just alluded, and shal! 
also try to make room for the whole of the 
report ot the committee. I am glad tosee 
that a very lively interest manifests itself 
among the people of that State, relative to 
the all-important question of “Freedom or 
Slavery,” and I shall not be in the least 
surprised if this manoeuvre of the advo- 
cates of oppression shall have the effect of 
enlarging the territory assigned to Liber- 
fy, and circumscribing the limits of petty 
despotism in a considerable degree. 





I am indebted to the politeness of some un- 
known person, for the New York Adver- 
tiser of the 14th of Sd month last, from 
which the following article is copied: 


The Legislature of South Carolina, in the 
month of December last, passed an act, 
which is published in a Supplement to the 
Columbian Telescope, of ebruary 4th— 
the title of which is—“4n act for the bet- 
ter regulation and government o 
People and Persons of Colour,and for o- 
ther purposes.” ‘That the provisions of this 
act, in a variety of particuiars, violate the 
constitution of the United States, as well as 
the absolute, inherent, and unalienable 
rights of men in civil society, we entertain 
_notadoubt. Our object, at the present 
time, however, is not so much to discuss 
this part of the subject, as to notice one sec- 
tion of the act which ought to be extensive- 
ly known throughout the other states, for 
the purpose of securing masters of vessels, 
as well as free persens of eslour, whe, ip! 





the pursuit of their lawful business, may 
resort to that state for the purpose of trad- 
ing and doing business in their sea-ports.— 
That section is in the following words—~ 
“That if any vessel shall come into any port 
or harbor in this state, from any other state 
or foreign port, having on board any free 
negroes, or persons of colour as cooks, 
etewards, mariners, or in any other em- 
ployment on board of said vessel, such free 
vessel clear ont and depart from this 
state. And when the said vessel is ready 
to sail, the captain of said vessel shall be 
bound to carry away the said free negro, 
or free persons of colour, and to pay the 
expences of his detention; and incase of 
his neglect or refusal so to do, he shall be 
liable to be indicted, and on conviction 






wage f shal. be fined ina sum not less than 
one thousand dollars, and imprisoned not 


less than two months; and such free ne- 
groes or persons of colour, shall be deemed 
and taken as absolute slaves, and sold in 
conformity to the provisions of the act pas- 
sed on the 20th day of December, 1820, a- 
foresaid.”’ 


We are perfectly aware, that. this act of 
the South Carolina legislature, has been 
passed under the excitement of feeling and 
fear produced by the attempt at insurrecti- 
on among their slaves the last season. But 
neither these fears, nor any other state of 
mind, can justify guch an outrage as this 
measure is intended to sanction. Many 
free blacks are employed as seamen on 
board our merchant vessels, coasters, &c. 
and we believe in the United States navy. 


Free} These men, having as much right to the un- 


molested enjéyment of freedom, while they 
commit no crime, as the governor of South 
Carolina, and whilst engaged in the lawful 
pursuits of their business, and endeavorin 

to acquire the means of an honest livelihood, 
are liable to be forcibly taken from the ves- 
sel to which they belong, and shut up in 
prison, there te remain for days, weeks, or 
mouths, as the vessel may happen to be de~ 
tained; and then the master, after having 
been thus forcibly and against his will, de- 
prived of their services, is bound under the 


pepalty ef scvore ine gad imprisonment, 
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to carry them away from South Carolina, 
and what is: certainly most extraordinary, 


he is to pay the expences of their detentien 
while thus unjustly, arbitrarily and wick- 
edly imprisoned. 

These facts ought to be known, both for 
the security of the free blacks, and the mas- 
ters of vesse!s who may be employed in the 
coasting or other trade with that state— 
We have understood that the act is so ri- 
gorously enforced, that an attempt has been 
even mace to take some persons of colour 
from one of the armed vessels of the Unit- 
ed States; a step that was prevented only 
by the no conduct of the officer who 
commanded the ship. Whether this be 
correct or not, we do not know; but the 
people who could be brought to pass such 
an act, doubtless mean to carry it into strict 
execution. 

There is one provision in this section,that 
exceeds in enormity any thing that we 
could have imagined of the like kind. We 
allude to the provision, that if any free peo- 
ple of colour shall be imprisoned under the 
act, and left behind by the masters of the 
vessels from which they were taken, shall 
be considered absolute slaves, and sold as 
such. No legislative body can constituti- 
anally pass such an actasthis. No legisla- 
tive body can order a free man to be sold 
fora slave who has committed to criminal 
offence. 

We hope if any free black shall be im- 
prisoned by virtue of this law, that as soon 
as he gets out, he will immediately bring 
his action before the United States’ court 
for false imprisonment, and have the ques- 
tion eventually tried by the Supreme court 
of the United States. Any such man will 
find friends and means in this part of the 
country to enable him to seek for justice 
for such a flagrant outrage against his per- 
sonal liberty and security. 





Observations by a Member of the Board of 


Public Works of S. Carolina, &c. 


(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 143.) 


Another great cause of discontent among 


the slaves in towns, and which it becomés 
our duty to remedy, is, that many mechan- 
ics and others hire their own time from 
their owners. Ifthey are intelligent and 


industrious, they undertake work on their 


own account, by which they make a great 
deal of mioney which they spend as they 
please, and by that means, create a great 
degree of jealousy among the others, who 
ate not allowed similer privileges. 
they are vicious and ill disposed, it puts it 


If 


in their power to do a great deal of mischief. 
Another source’ of disquiet among the 
slaves,one which perhaps justice and equity 
prevents our remedying, or which at least 
cannot be remedied but on the plea of ex- 
pediency and the great law of nature, | 
self- preservation, is the great number of 
free negroes and other coloured people who 
live among us. Some few of them are 
honest and respectable, but the greatest 
number are otherwise. Their mixing with 
our slaves, renders them dangerous by their 
counsels and the example of the idle or 
dissolute lives which many. of them lead. 
Would it not be well for our legislature to 
prevent the increase of their number by 
obliging all slaves who hereafter shall ac- 
quire their their freedom, by any means 
whatsoever, to leave the states = 


Among the several means that suggest 
themselves to us, none seem so well calcu- 
lated to answer the end in view, as those 
by which the white population would be 
considerably augmented.—This, however, 
requires some exertions on our part and 
some money judiciously expended; for as 
the tide of emigration from Europe does 
not set this way, it is necessary to give it a 
direction. As for emigration from other 
states to this, we conceive it not so desira- 
ble as that from Europe, because, by it, we 
would gain population at the expense of 
our neighbours, and that by the other, not 
only the increase of the population of this 
state would be effected, but that of the 
United States. Neither would emigration 
from other states favor the plan here to be 
developed; besides, we have not for the 
inhabitants of other states, except mechan- 
ics, inducements to emigration. equal to 
those offered by the rich soil of the western 
country. 


All writers on political economy agree 
in one particular, which, it is presumed, no 
one will attempt to dispute, and that is, 
that the power and wealth of states is al- 
ways in proportion to their effective popu- 
lation. ‘Therefore the great object of gov- 
ernments is, or ought to be to promote the 
population of their country in proportion 
to its territorial extent and resources, by 
introducing every article of culture, com- 
merce or industry, suitable for them, that 
the people may be industrious, honest and 
happy, as weil as numerous. We have 
here an uncommon inducement for endea- 
voring to produce such a state of things, 
aud it is that were our state thickly inhab- 
ited by an industrious class of white peo- 
ple, owt slaves would never think of mak- 
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ing any attempt at an insurrection. Be- 
sides this, if it should ever be thought advi- 
sable to suppress slavery entirelyand send 
away the emancipated blacks to where 
they might be independent and happy, if 
they would be industrious, we should have 
a population of whites ready to spread it- 
self on our richer lands. ; 
Supposing the state of South Carolina to 
contain sixteen millions of acres, (accura- 
cy is not here essential) it is thought that 
nearly one half of it is pine barrens, sand- 
hills and other pine lands amounting there- 
fore to about eight millions, out o which 
ought to be deducted about three millions 
for the water courses and our rich swamp 
lands bordering on them, and a small quan- 
tity of pine land of a better quality, which 
is presumed to be a full allowance. There 
remains then an extent of five millions of 
acres of pine barrens and sand hills, which 
support at present but a very scanty popu- 
lation of such inefficient people, with some 
few exceptions, that it may not be consid- 
ered as adding in the least to the wealth 
or power of the state. The land itself is 
considered as of little or no value in its pre- 
sent state. Is this vast tract of country 
really of no value? and is it not capable of 
useful ‘productions, and of supporting a 


& LIBERIA, 
THE UNITED STATES COLONY IN AFRICA. 


Bartimore, April 14. 

The handsome, fast sailing brig OswecGo, 
lefthis port yesterday for Liberia, the Ame- 
rican colony in Africa. On Saturday after- 
noon Dr. Ayres, attended by the Rev. Mr. 
Gurey, General Agent of the American 
Colonization Society, the Secretary of the 
Maryland Auxiliary Society, Perer Gat, 
Esq. and several others, went on board the 
brig to witness the solemnity of the new co- 
lonists taking the oath of allegiance to their 
adopted country. After a religious service 
of praise, prayer and exhortation by the 
Rev. Mr. AuLEn, a colored preacher from 
Philadelphia, and the Rev. Mr. Gurtey;— 
Dr. Ayres addressed the emigrants and ex- 
hibited to their view the difficulties and 
dangers they weuld probably have to en- 
counter, and the deprivations they migit 
suffer; assured them that they were at li- 
berty to withdraw if they pleased, and if 
they had any inclination toremain in this 
country, they would then retire. He made 
many judicious observations on the neces- 
sity of harmony and good conduct in every 
respect, and obedience to the authority set 
over them.—He spoke of the great exerti- 
ons madein their behalf, and the expecta- 





more numerous and better class of people? 
This is what we are going toexamine. 

In what precedes let it not be imagined | 
that we intend to cast indiscriminately any| 
censure on all the inhabitants of the sand- 
hills. We know of some exceptions of ho- 
nest and industrious people, which serve to 

rove that their lands have some value, as 
some of them live decently and raise nu- 
merous children; and, were they taught 
the raising of productions better adapted to 
their soil, might be in comparative affluence. 

[After treating at considerable length, 
and dwelling with considerable emphasis 
on the propriety of adopting the measures 
which he recommends to increase the white 
population, &c. the author concludes 
thus: } 

Let us also view in the prospect, the 
great security we should enjoy as the nat- 
ural consequence of so great an increase 
of our white population, and the great fa- 
cility which this state of things would give 
us to abolish slavery, if ever it should be 
thought advisable to doso, Such a state of 

rosperity is so dazzling that it seems as 
if we were basking in the sunshine of vis- 
ionary achemes, rather than coolly and so- 
berly deliberating on the means of attain- 
ing a practical reality. 








tions of their friends here, of the. success 
and prosperity of the colony resulting from 
their good conduct. ‘The oath of allegiance 
was then administered by Peter Galt, Esq. 
to about 25 men. It was an interesting 
and impressive scene. 

The passengers amount to sixty-three, of 
men, women and children (all in good 
health)—as respectable as any colored peo- 
plein this country. Many of them are 
well educated, and all of them very intel- 
ligent. Among them is a late slave of Da- 
niEL Murray, Esq. whose master not onl 
gave him liberty, but furnished him wit 
supples to aid him in the new settlement.— 
There are good grounds to be confident that 
Mr. Murray’s example wiil be followed by 
many, as soon as the colony becomes more 
settled, and in a more prosperous condition. 
Yesterday morning the brig lying out in 
the stream, was visited by an immense 
number of persons, and a large crowd was 
on the wharves to see her departure. She 
takes out anuncommonly intelligent man 


of considerable talents and good judgment. 


He has travelled eight ‘tony through vari- 
ous parts of Asia—ias been in most parts 
of the countries of Europe and Souch Ame- 
rica, and now visits Africa to explore the 
river Mesurado, and ascertain its proximi- 
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ty tu the Niger. His name is Apex Henn; 
he is a native of Frederick county. 

_ We understand that there is a trading 
society furmed with the approbation of the 
American Colonization Suciety, to open a 
trade with Liberia and the neighboring 
coast, by whom one or more vessels will be 
kept constantly employed. The first ves- 
sel it is expected, will sail from this port in 
the next month, and wil} probably take pas- 
gengers. 


WAR WITH THE COLONISTS, 


FROM CAPE MONTSERADO. 

The Baltimore Morning Chronicle gives 
a statemenf, from which it appears that the 
American Colonists on the west coast of 
Africa enjoy good health, but are exposed 
do a worse affliction than sickness: 

The acting agent writes, under date of 
November 30: “Nearly all the tribes around 
us are combined in war against us. Their 
principle object is plunder. They attack- 
ed uson the morning of the 11th Novem- 
ber, at break of day, 800 in number, killed, 
and mortally wounded, one man, one boy, 
and one woman; wounded four others, and 
took captive seven children. All our for- 
ces have for a month stood upon their arms 
through the night.’ The enemy appeared 
in one compact borly, and drove the whole 
company, after wounding one half, into the 
town. They were, however, in twenty mi- 
nutes afterwards, compelled te retreat in a 
solid mass, the centre of which was raked 
bya long18, loaded with grape. They 
carried away nearly all their dead and 
wounded. 

On the morning of the 2d of December, 
The colony was again attacked by the na- 
tive warriors, swelled in number to 1,500. 
The attack was made in two opposite points 
at the same time; but, so determined was 
the defence, and so great was the terror 
spread among the natives by the great guns, 
that the yell for a retreat was soon sound- 
éd, and the whole 1,500 ran away in great 
consternation, 

The morning after the second battle, the 
commandant of the British armed schooner 
Prince Regent, then providentially in the 
offing, sent about 20 marines to the assist- 
ance of the colonists, with a supply of am- 
munition and provisions. Captain Lang, 
the late celebrated African traveller, than 
whom no man on the eontinent is better 
acquainted with the native character, the 
mext day entered intoa negociation with 
the head men for a peace. ‘They unani- 
mously consented toa truce, and tp submit 


all differences to governor M:Carthy, under 
whose mediation a treaty of peace is to be 
entered into. The British marines-are left 
to keep up the truce—and, by this happy 
arrangement, the trade with the natives fer 
poultry, &c. has been renewed. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS. 

(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 141.) 

As to the establishmerit of slavery a- 
mong us, as a part of our civil politv, we 
entertain but one opinion, an opinion as 
immoveable as the foundations of the earth. 
It is foreign to our purpose to enter into an 
elaborate discussion of the momentous to- 
pic. But we feelit onr duty to state, that 
it would be i//egal, and in violation of pub- 
lic faith, unjust, and inexpedient. Ulegal 
and in violation of public faith, because the 
American people, in the exercise of their 
a capacity, thirty-five years ago 
last July, published a solemn declaration 
to the world that there should be neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude, except 
for the punisment of crimes, in the North 
Western territory, of which Illinois formed 
a part. More emphatic language for its 
utter prohibition could not have been used. 
This declaration assumed the form ofa 
compact with the inhabitants of the then 
territory, and with all those who should 
thereafter come here to reside, and was on- 
ly to be abolished by the mutual consent of 
both parties. Has congress ever done any 
thing to abolish it on their part? So far 
from it, in their act of April, 1818, we are 
permitted to make a constitution of state 
government, in conformity witb the ordi- 
nance of 1787, and that constitution in its 
preamble, recognizes the validity of that 
ordinance. But now, forseoth, because we 
are admitted in the union on an equal foot- 
ing with the other states, we can violate the 
faith we have once so solemnly pledged to 
the American people. Nations caf make 
treaties one day, and violate them the next, 
but they have not the right to do so; nor 
can it be done without incurring the charge 
of national perfidy. It is not our design to 
pursue this argument into all its bearings 
and detail; nor are we prepared to speak 
with certain confidence, as to the obligati- 
ons of the ordinance of ’87, upon the peo- 
ple of Illinois, since their admission into the 
union; but with our present impressions, 
we are constrained to say, that slavery can- 
not be legally admitted among us, without 
the consent of the national government:— 
and we cannot suppress our fears that an 
fattempt to ebtain that censen}, might en- 
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danger the union of these states, light the 


torch of civil discord, and render them 
“frightful with desolation.”’ ge 

2. Slavery is unjust, because if is a gross 
usurpation over a part of our fellow beings, 
jor our interest aud convenience, and not 
theirs. Anusurpation, whose prohibition 
is written by the finger of GOD upon the 
face of all his works. Unjust, because it is 
appropriating the fruits of their labor to feed 
our mouths. Unjust, because itis sinking 
them in mental degredation, to support us 
in indolence and ease. Unjust, because it 
is extinguishing in their bosoms the love 
of country, the strongest incentive to wor- 
thy actions; for, in the language ot the il- 
lustrious Jefferson, “Ifa slave can have a 
gountry in the world, it would be in any o- 
ther in preference to that in which he is 
born, to live and labor for another; in which 
he must lock up the faculties of his nature; 
sontribute as far as depends upon his indi- 
vidual endeavors, to the evanishment of the 
human race, or entail his own miserable 
condition on the endless generations pro- 
seeding from him.” It would be pre-emi- 
nently unjust for the people of Illinois, be- 
eause they have not the plea of necessity to 
justify them. Wehave them not, and know 
how todo without them. Is there a corner 
of the christian world, where it is attempt- 
ed to justify slavery as an abstract right? 

What a strange spectacle would be pre- 
sented to*the civilized world, to see the 
people of Illinois, yet innocent of this great 
national sin, and in the full enjoyment. of 
all the blessiags of free government, sitting 
down in solemn convention to deliberate 
and determine whether they should intro- 
duce among them a portion of their fellow 
beings, to be cut off from those blessings, 
to be loaded with the chain of bondage, and 
rendered unable to leave any other legacy 
to their posterity, than the inheritance of 
their own servitude! The wise and the good 
ef all nations would blush at our political 
depravity. Our protessions of republican- 
ism and equal freedom would incur the de- 
rision of despots, and the scorn and re- 
proach of tyrants. We should write the 
epitaph of free government upon its tomb- 
stone: 

3. It is inexpedient; because it will re- 
tard the prosperity of our state for years to 
come. Kmigration into it will cease from 
every quarter. From the slave holding 
states, because it will be a long time be- 
fore there will be any decision of the nati- 
onal courts upon the effect of the ordinance; 
and no man from those states will venture. 
hither with his slaves, so long as he may in- 


ur the risk of losing them. There will be 
o emigration from the other states, be- 
use the people of those states wil! not 
take up their e where slavery is tole- 
ated. It is inexpedient, because slavery 
iis not essential to the growth and prosperi- 
of a country; and of the truth of this re- 
mark, the states of Kentucky and Obio fur- 
nish speaking evidence. 

In the name of the unborn millions who 
will rise up after us, and call us blessed or 
accursed, according to our deede—in the 
name of the injured sons of Africa, whose 
claims to equal rights with their fellow 
men will plead their own cause against their 
usurpers before the tribunal of Eternal 
Justice, we conjure you, fellow citizens, to 
PONDER UPON THESE THINGS. 

RISDON MOORE, 

WILLIAM KINKADE, 

G. CADWELL, 

A. BANKSON, 

JACOB OGLE, 

CURTISS BLAKEMAN, 

ABRAHAM CAIRNS, 

THOMAS MATHER, 

WILLIAM LOWRY, 

JAMES SIMS, 

BANIEL PARKER, 

GEORGE CHURCHILL, 

GILBERT T. PELL, 

DAVID M‘GAHEY, 

STEPHEN STILLMAN. 
Vandalia, 18th February, 1823. 

== 

FROM THE EDWARDSVILLE SPECTATOR. 
THE ADDRESS OF THE MINORITY. 

This interesting appeal to the people is 
inserted in the first page, and tu which we 
would call the attention of our readers. 

It is more than two years and a half since 
we had the temerity to proclaim, that a 
project was formed for the purpose of in- 
|troducing SLAVERY inte Illinois. We 
do not say that, had we been aware of the 
violence, and the unrelenting persecution 
to which that declaration subjected us, we 
should not have made it; but certain it is, 
that its consequences have been such, as an 
individual of our humble means and capa- 
city could not well sustain, deserted as we 
were by some of those who, by every princi- 
ple of honor, were bound to give us their 
countenance and support. 

We warned the people of the conception 
of this project, which was without the states 
aud although at that time denounced as @ 
calumniator for so doing, we have now, at 





jleast, the names of fifteen highly respecta~ 


ble men, whe say they have witnessed its 
development. 
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The subject now assumes a more tangi- 
ble shape; and we hope the assertion of the 
existence of a slave party, will no longer 
incur the risk of life. ‘The hazard has cer- 
tain! y, in some degree, abated; for, although 
the present Executive was, in 1820, the a- 
bettor of the violence and persecution to 
which we have alluded, the peculiar. situa- 
tion in which he is now placed, in relation 
to this question, is such as to afford a rea- 
sonable expectation, that his paralyzing 
influence will not be directed againt us. 





FROM THE SAME. 

On Thursday the 6th inst. at the house 
of Judge Gilmore, a public dinner was given 
to Jonathan H. Pugh, Esq. the representa- 
tive from Bond county. This tribute of 
réspect was induced by his legislative 
course having met the general approbation 
of his constituents, and more particularly 
by his vote against the convention question. 
An address was delivered to him expres- 
sive of the high gratification whi_h his po- 
litical career had afforded, and of the regret 
occasioned by his determination to fix his 
future residence in the county of Sangamo; 
to which he made an appropriate, feeling 
reply. After dinner a meeting was held 
according to prcvious intention, when the 
Rev. Aquilla Suggs, being chosen to the 
chair, and John Laughlin, Esq. appointed 
secretary, the following resolutions [among 
others |.were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we cordially approve of 
the conduct of our representative, Jonathan 
H. Pugh, Esq. in voting against the questi- 
on for a new convention. 

Resolved, That the extraordinary pro- 
ceedings of the majority in the late legisla- 
ture, to procure the passage of the conven- 
tion bill, are calculated to justify the be- 
liet that the introduction of unlimited sla- 


very in Illinois, is the prime object of the, 


principal actors; and that we will, there- 
fore, use every lawful endeavor to oppose 
the formation ofa convention, by which 
desperate intrigue may possibly effect a 
ehange in our constitution, hostile to free- 
dom. 

Resolved, That we will encourage the 
circulation of such - newspapers, printed 
within the state, as are opposed to slavery, 
and to the means by which it may be intro- 
chuced; and that we will raise funds for the 
printing and gratuitous distribution of tracts 
favorablé to the cause of freedom. 

» Resolved, That we will unite in electing 
those only, to fill offices of public trust,who 


From the Illinois Inteltigencer. 
( EXTRACTS.) 
EXTRAORDINARY LEGISLATIVE 
PROCEEDINGS. 


“You rogues,you rogues, you’re all found 

out, 

And we, the preor.e, I’ve no doubt 

Will put a period to your dashing, 

And honest men shall come in fashion.” 

Soon after the commencement of the 
present session of the General Assemb! y, 
a Mr. Shaw, from Pike county, appeared 
in Vandalia, for the purpose of contesting 
the right of Nicholas Hansen to hold a 
seat in the House of Representatives, and 
who had been admitted a member from 
that county. He presented a variety of 
documents to the House, with a view. to 
shew that a majority of the votes had been 
given for him. ‘They were read in the 
House, and during the contest, Mr. Shaw 
was permitted to occupy a seat on the floor. 
After the House had been apprized of all 
the grounds upon which he rested his claim 
to Mr. Hansen’s seat, they were referred 
toa select committee, who reported that 
Mr. Hansen was entitled to the seat; and 
this report, after a full view of the case, 
was concurred by the House, and he was 
permitted to retain his seat, unquestioned, 
from some of the first days of the session 
till the 12th instant, a period of about ten 
weeks. Inthe ordinary modes of legisla- 
tion, the question to this seat would be 
considered as perfectly settled, and not 
again to be disturbed; and it is not perceiv- 
ed by what rule of parliamentary proceed- 
ings it could be opened for discussion, af- 
ter such a lapse of time. In all delibera- 
tive, as well as judicial bodies, there is 
sucha thing as a decision, and a final de- 
cision. 

But a favorite object is to be accomplish- 
ed;—the Convention Question must suc- 
ceed, and whatever means may be neces- 
sary toeffect it, however out of the way 
will be justified by the result. .Mr. Han- 
sen will vote against the convention, and 
Mr. Shaw for it, and the former must be 
removed to give place to the latter, and 
then it prevails. 

On the morning of ‘the 12th inst. a mo- 
tion is accordingly made, that the House 
reconsider their vote, concurring in the 
report of the committee declaring the seat. 
to belong to Mr. Hansen. The motion 
succeeds, and motion after motion is made 
and carried, uotil Mr. Hansen ceases to be, 
and Mr. Shaw becomes a member of the 





are opposed to calling a new convention. 
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It is tor the people to pronounce its 
judgment upon such a proceeding, Shall 
a convention succeed by such means? 
Surely the great solicitude for its success 
cannot proceed merely from a wish to a- 
mend a harmless constitution. <A solici- 
tude which seems noito falter at the use 
use of any means. <A deeper object is in 
view—the introduction of Slavery into Illi- 
nois, and this some of the warmest advo- 
cates for 4 convention do not hesitate open- 
ly to avow. But against the success of 
sucha project, [ trust the people of Illi- 
nois will rise in the majesty of their 
strength. While the wise and the good of 
all nations are laboring with Herculean ef- 
forts to circumscribe and extinguish this 
tremendous evil, will the people of Ilti- 
nois lay the foundation, and furnish the 
means, for extending and perpetuating this 
“foulest and broadest blot” upon the chris- 
tian name? 

I trust in God he will not permit these 
fairest portions of his earth to be trodden 
for ages to come by the foot of Slavery;— 


that he will not suffer them to be desolated | 


by the greatest evil that ever escaped from 
per» box. I trust there is a redeem- 
ing spirit in the people of [llinois—a deep- 
toned moral feeling on this subject, which 
on the day of trial will raise its voice up- 
ou the bank of the Ohio River, and pro- 
claim to Slavery, Hitherto shalt thou come 
and no further, and here shall the proud arm 
of thy oppression be stayed. A. B. 
February 13th, 1823. 





" From tke same. 

In other states, every change which has 
hitherto taken place, has been in favor of 
emancipation. Theannals of slavery in 
the United States afford no precedent ot a 
people reverting to a system which is the 
abhorrence of the whule civilized world, 
and is acknowledged by all to be the bane 
of national prosperity. 

Look at the state of Ohio and compare it 
with Kentucky;—at all the states which 
have emancipated themselves, and compare 
them with the slave states. Here are ex- 
periments on a large scale, so decisive and 
so uniform in their result against slavery, 
that if it were an affair of simple calculation, 
a question merély of political arithmetic, 
common sense would teach us to reject it. 

it seems that thé present object of the 
advocates of slavery is to obtain its admis- 
sion under modifications. Slaves are to be 
introduced, with a provision that they or 
their children shali be liberated after a cer- 
tain period, or at a certain age: thus we 











are told in the report ofthe minority of the 
committee,as published by order of the 
House of Representatives—*Thousands 
would be restored te liberty to whose bon- 
dage there is now no prospect of a termi- 
nation.” “This,’’ we are informed, “tis the 
most that the advocates of slavery can at 
present hope to obtain.” And it is thus 
that these gentlemen purpose to people 
this noble country! By a constant acces- 
sion of Negroes, to be held in re dur- 
ing their youth, and manumitted in old age! 

bappose the system of unrestrained im- 
portation of slaves, and their consequent 
manumission, to haye been in operation for 
forty years, (a short period in the history 
of states, though considerable in the life of 
man,) what would then be the ‘nature of 
the population of Illinois? Dark, indeed, 
in complexion, but infinitely darker'in mo- 
ral character! But no: long before the 
lapse of forty years, the inordinate increase 
of free blacks would afford matter of com- 
plaint; and an easy and palatable remedy 
for this evil would be soon discovered:—a 
convention! to prohibit the further manu- 
mission of slaves! —This would be a feat of 
no difficulty to a majority of slave holders; 
but to wipe the stain from our: population, 
in soul or in body, would exceed their 
power. 

=—= 
Extract fromthe Message of the Hon. Ca- 

LEB Ropyey, acting Governor of Del- 

aware. 

Slavery in every shape and form, and 
under any circumstances, is a blemish up- 
on the fair fabrick which we have erected © 
in this country to liberty. Notwithstand- 
ing its deformity, to avoid a condition 
which might bring equal if not greater evils 
on society, we must bear the misfortune 
until time shall cure it. The voluntary 
emancipation of more than three hundred 
slaves, annually, by individuals, for the last 
thirty years, affords satisfactory evidence 
that the people from a sense of duty as 
christians, are favorable to its abolition.— 
Should the same course be continued for 
the next thirty years, to the extent of ever 
a fourth of the yearly manumissions here- 
tofore made, slavery will not exist in this 
state. To aid this prevailing, benevolent 
disposition, I recommend to the legislature 
the enacting of a law to prevent any per- 
son or persons who may move into this 
state, from any other state, with his or her 
family, and to become residents, from 
bringing any slave or slaves into the state, 
unless provision shall be made for their lib- 
eration, after a reasonable time of servi- 













































’ jail, there to remain until the vessel is rea- 
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tude; so that slavery shall not be tolerated 
10 the state, except with those whose lot is 
already cast among us, 





New Brunswick, (Jv: J.) Feb. 6. 
They have a law in South Carolina, sub- 
jecting to seizure and confinement, and in; 
certain circumstances, to loss of liberty, all 

free persons of colour brought into an 
ports or harbors of that state on ship-board. | 
Un entering the ports, all such negroes are 
to be immediately taken and conducted to| 








dy to depart, at the captain’s expense—and 
in case the captain refuses to take them, | 
he is made liable to fine and imprison-| 
ment, and the negroes are deprived of their 
liberty, considered as absolute slaves, and’ 
sold as such. ‘This is the substance of an 
act, grossly absurd, tyrannical and unjust, 
and what we conceive to be unconstitu- 
tional.—Fredonian. 


(Touch my interest—touch my life— 
The editor of the “Fredonian” once got an- 
gry at me because I expressed my senti- 
ments relative to certain advocates of sla- 
very in pretty strong terms. Now, good 
liberty-loving soul, he can see nearly) 
through a mill-stone, 1 suppose, since the, 
gold dissolving application has removed 
the films from his purblind eyes.—G. U. E.) 
Pa ere ae rartery 


- - MUSES’ BOWER. 


Anericans, plead for the rights of mankind~ 
Of the bond-man ae weil as the free: 

Unrivet the fetters of body and mind, 
’Neath the shade of your Liberty T'ree. 
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THE SORROWS OF YAMBA. 
( Concluded.) 
Freely he has mercy proffered, 
And to sinners he was sent; 
E’en to massa, pardon’s offered ; 
Oh, if massa would repent! 
Wicked deed full many a time, 
Wretched Yamba too hath done; 
But she wiils to God her crimes, 
And she trusts his only son. 
Oh.uye slaves who masters beat, 
are stain’d with guilt within; 
As ye hope for mercy sweet, 


: There the 





So forgive your master’s sin, | 
And with grief when sinking lew, 
Mark the road that Yamba trod, 
Think how all her pain and wo 
Brought the captive home to God. 
Now Jet Yamba too adore 
. Gracious heaven’s mysterious plan, 
Now Pll count thy mercies o’er 
Flowing through the guilt of man. 





Now I bless my cruel capture 
Since I’ve known a Saviour’s name, 
Now my grief is turn’d to rapture: 
and [half forget to blame; 
But thé’ here a convert rare, 
Thanks her God for grace divine, 
Let not man the glory share, 
Sinner still the guiltis thine. 
Duly now baptised am I 
By good missionary man, 
Lord my nature purify, 
As no outward water car. 
Al! my former thoughts abhor’d, 
Teach me now to pray and praise, 
Jay and glory in my lord, 
rust and serve him all my days. 
But tho’ death this hour may find me, 
Stili with Afric’s love I burn, 
There ive left a spouse behind me 
Still to native land I turn. 


,And when Yamba sinks in death, 


This my latest prayers shall be 
While I yield my parting breath, 
O that Afric might be free! 
Cease ye British sons of murder, 3 
Cease from forging Afric’s chain, i 
Mock your Saviour’s name no further, 
Cease your savage lusts of gain. 
Ye that boast ye rule the waves 
Bid no slave-ship sail the sea, 
Yethat never will be slaves 
Bid poor Afric’s land be free. 
Where ye gave to war its birth, 
Where your traders fixed their den; 
There go publish peace on earth, 
Go proclaim good will to men. 
Where ye once have carried slaughter, 
Vice and slavery and sin; 
Seized on husband wife and daughter, 
Let the Gospel enter in. 
There where Yamba’s native home, 
Humble hut of cushes stood; 
O if there should chance to roam 
Some dear missionnary good. 
Tho’ in Afric’s distant land, 
Still shall find the man [ love, 
Join him to the christian band, 
Guide his soul to realms above. 


'There no fiend again shall sever 


Those whom God hath joined and blest; 
dwell with him forever, 

‘There the weary are at rest. 
gecmemememenereemnser ET, 
TO CORRESPONDEDTS. 

Several valuable communications are yet 
on file, and some of them shall be disposed 
of when the next Number is issued. _ “Ho- 
nesty”’is just received,and will be;cheerfully 
admitted. “.dlonzo” is partly in type, but 
I am sorry to say, is excluded this time on 
account ef its length. 








